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Re: Our File No. A-85-l74 

Dear Mr. Bamberg: 

I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter of 
August 6, 1985, which requested advice with respect to the cam
paign disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act (Gov. 
Code Sections 81000-91015). Specifically, you asked whether the 
Mission Hills Democratic Club is receiving "contributions" as 
defined by the Act. 

FPPC regulation 2 Cal. Adm. Code Section 18215 (copy enclosed) 
defines the term "contribution" as "any monetary or nonmonetary 
payment made for political purposes for which full and adequate 
consideration is not made to the donor." The regulation also 
states that a payment is made for "political purposes" if it is: 

For the purpose of influencing or attempting to 
influence the action of the voters for or against 
the nomination or election of a candidate or 
candidates, or the qualification or passage of 
any measure. 

As I told you during our telephone conversation today, all of the 
activities described in your letter fall within this definition 
and, therefore, the Mission Hills Democratic Club is a "recipient 
cormnittee" pursuant to Section 820l3(a) of the Political Reform 
Act. In addition, because the Club has received a charter from 
the San Diego County Central Cormnittee, it qualifies as "an 
official cormnittee of a political party" pursuant to subsection 
(a)(2)(C) of Regulation 18215. 

Enclosed please find the FPPC Information Manual on Campaign 
Disclosure Provisions of the Political Reform Act along with the 
disclosure forms the Club will need to file. 
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If you need additional information or assistance, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 322-5662 or the Commission's 
Los Angeles office at (213) 620-5196. 

Sincerely, 

Carla Wardlow 
Pol ical Reform Consultant 

Enclosures 
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Execu ve Director 
FAIR POLITI PBACTI COMMISSION 
1100 "K" Street, Second Floor 
Sacramento, California 95814 

t A, 1985 

Re: Advice Pursuant to F.P.P.C. 
Regulation §183 (d) 

near Fxecutive Director: 

I am the president of the recently formed Mission Rills 
Democratic Cluh. We have R7 paid members anct hope to 
suhstantially increase our membership in the near future. 

Our annual dues range from $25.00 to $100.00. 
roemb rs are encouraged to donate at least $100.00 
members have pain as much as $500.00 to join. 

However, 
and some 

It is our intention to publish a "monthly newsletter". This 
newsletter will sent to all registered Democrats wit n a 
certaln geographical area ... ~,tn area that includes over 5,000 
registered Democrats. Note the newsletter w11l be sent to all 
reglstered Democrats, not just to me ers of the Club. It is 
also our intention to hold "nominating conventions" and to 
endorse candidates that will appear on the ballot voters 
within our boundaries. 

Once a candidate receives t endorsement of the Mission 
Hills Democratic Club, the Club intends to support that candidate 
tn our newsletter. Also, to t extent possible, our Club 
members ill walk precincts on behalf candidates, endorsed by 
t Club. Finally, should t Club have funds available, we 
i tend to contribute to the campaigns of Club-enclorsed 
candi tes. 

Are e a i ttee as sert jn 2013? 
If we are a committee, what are our reporting 
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Originally I di.d not think the Mission Hills Democratic Club 
would be covered by the Political Reform Act of 1974 because we 
are not as ated wi. any particular campaign. r, I find 
the language of Government Code §82015, defining a 
"contribution", so br as to possibly include the activi ties of 
the Mission Hills atic Club. 

I am enclosing a copy of our Bylaws. 
received a "Charter" from the ~an Diego County 

Note that we have 
tral Committee. 

1'0 date we m e no poli tical type expendi tures, having 
only just become organized! We intend to send out our first 
Mission Hills Democratic Club newsletter in mid 1 

Please contact me at my office, f(619) 296-50771, if there 
are any questions I can answer to assist you in this matter. 

I appreciate your attention to this matter 1 
to your response. 

DFB:yds 
Enclosure 

Respectfully, 

MI ION HILLS DEMOCRATIC cum 

President 
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BYLAWS 

OF 

MISSION HILLS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

ARTICLE I 

NAME 

The name of the organization shall be the"Mission Hills 
Democratic Club of San Diego County". 

ARTICLE II 

GEOGRAPHICAL DESIGNATION FOR RESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 

Mission Hills, as def~ned for purposes of the Mission Hills 
Democratic Club, shall be bounded on the North by Interstate A, 
on the East by Interstate 163, on the South by Laurel Street and 
on the West by Interstate 5. 

ARTICLE III 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Mission Hills Democratic Club is to 
foster the ideals of the Democratic Party by st~mulating an 
active interest in the Democratic Party; providing a constructive 
role for the volunteer in Democratic Politics; and contributing 
to party leadership and responsibility, promoting harmony within 
the party, supporting the party platform and electing democratic 
candidates in all elections, partisan and non-partisan, local, 
State-wide and national. 

ARTICLE IV 

MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. Types of Membership. 
There shall be three categor~es of membership 

in the Mission Hills Democratic Club: resident, associate 
and susta~ning. 

Sect ion 2. Resident Membership. 
A person resid~ng in Mission H~lls who is a 

voter, registered as a Democrat or, if unable to register to 
vote, has expressed the intent to register to vote as a 
Democrat, shall be eligible for resident membership status 
in the Mission H~lls Democratic Club. 
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Sect10n 3. Non-Resident Membership. 
A person rasiding 1n San Diego County, but 

not residing in Mission Hills who is a voter, reg1stered as 
a Democrat or, if unable to register to vote, has expressed 
the 1ntent to register to vote as a Democrat, shall ba 
e11gible for non-resident membership status in the M1ssion 
Hills Democratic Club. 

Sect10n 4. Associate Membership. 
A person not reg1stered as a Democrat shall 

be eligible for associate membersh1p status in the Miss10n 
Hills Democrat1C Club, but shall be 1ne11g1ble to vote. 

ARTICLE V 

DUES 

Section 1. Amount. 
The---annua1 dues for each category of 

membership may be established from time to time by a 
majority vote of the general membersh1p. As of January 1, 
1985, and until such t1me as the general membership shall 
establish a different amount, the annual dues of membersh1p 
in the Mission Hills Democrat1c Club shall be as follows: 

a. Resident Membersh1p •••••••• $25.00 
b. Non-Resident Membership •••• $50.00 
c. Associate Membership •••••• $100.00 

Section 2. When Due. 
Annual dues for membership in the M1ss10n 

Hills Democratic Club shall be pa1d upon becoming a member 
and on or bafore February 1, of each year thereafter. 

Section 3 • Hardsh1p. 
Upon app11cat10n to the Membership Comm1ttee 

and upon a majority vote of the membership, an applicant for 
membersh1p may 1nitially be admitted to the M1ss10n H1lls 
Democratic Club for an amount less than that estab11shed by 
these Bylaws or that set by the general mambership pursuant 
to Article V, Section 1. A member, admitted to membersh1p 
pursuant to th1s Sect10n, shall pay annual dues as specif1ed 
in Art1cle V, Sect10n 1, unless app11cation aga1n be made to 
the Membersh1p Committee and the general membarship approves 
of some d1fferent amount. 
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ARTICLE VI 

VOTING 

Section 1. Ellgibility To Vote. 
On I y tho s ere sid e n tan d no n - res 1 de n t 

memberships, current in their payment of dues may vote. 

Section 2. One Vote Per Membershlp. 
A membership held in the name of one or more 

individuals shall be entitled to one vote. 

Sectlon 3. Proxy And Absentee Voting. 
No proxy voting or absentee ballots shall be 

permltted for endorsement of candidates for politlcal 
offlce. Proxy voting and absentee ballots shall be accepted 
for proposed changes in the club's Bylaws, Resolutlons and 
elect lons. 

Section 4. Majority Vote. 
Except for amendments to these Bylaws, WhlCh 

shall require a two-thirds vote, all other votes taken of 
the general membership shall a requlre a majority vote of 
the members then present and voting. For purposes of this 
Section, a member casting an absentee ballot or a proxy 
shall be considered present and voting. 

ARTICLE VII 

ELECTED OFFICERS 

Sectl0n 1. Elected Officers. 
The elected offlcers of the Missl0n Hllls 

Democratlc Club shall be the Presldent, Executlve Vice
President, Admlnlstratlve Vlce-Presldent, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

Elected offlcers shall hold office for two 
years from the close of the June general meetlng and serve 
untl1 a new slate of offlcers take over after the June 
general meeting two years following thelr electlon. 

Sectlon 2. Dutles Of Elected Offlcers. 

(a) Presl.dent. The Presldent shall be 
responsl.ble for the club's publlC relatl.ons, shall 
presl.de over all meetings of the club and of 'the 
Executl.ve Comml.ttee and shall perform all other dut18S 
whl.ch are l.ncl.dental to the office of the Presl.dent. 

(b) Executive Vlce-Pres.ldent. The Executlve 
Vl.ce-Presldent shall take over the dutl.es of the club 
l.n the absence of the Presldent and shall be 
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responsible for the club's-political actlon program and 
shall serve as chair of the nominations commlttee. 

(c) Administrative Vice-President. The 
Administratlve Vice-President shall be responsible to 
plan programs for the general meetings of the club and 
shall serve as chair of the Events Committee. 

(d) Secretary. The Secretary shall keep the 
minutes of the general meetings and Executive 
Commmittee meetlngs, conduct correspondence, malntain 
the club's records and be responsible for lnternal 
communicatlons of the club includlng the club's 
newsletter and telephone communications program, and 
shall chair the Membership Committee. 

(e) Treasurer. The Treasurer shall receive 
and hold all club funds. The Treasurer shall prepare a 
quarterly report of the club's financial situation for 
presentation at the general meeting, shall make the 
books and all other financial records of the club 
available for audit in the month of May of each year, 
shall be responsible for the collection of dues and the 
fundraising actlvities of the club, and shall chalr the 
Finance Committee. 

Sectl0n 3. Elections. 
At the March general meetlng the President 

shall name four members to serve on the Nomlnating Commlttee 
chalred by the Adminlstrative Vice-Presldent. The 
Nominating Committee shall select at least one candidate for 
each electlve office and report their selections at the 
general meetlng in June. 

This report shall constltute nominatlons, and 
the floor shall be open for further nominations. 

Those members nominated at the March general 
meeting shall be voted upon at the June general meeting by 
secret ballot. Those nominees who recelve a majority vote 
shall be declared elected. If no person receives a majority 
of votes cast, a run-off shall be held between those two 
persons receiving the greatest number of votes and the 
person who thereupon recelves a majority of votes cast shall 
be declared elected. 

Sectl0n 4. Replacement. 
Should any offlcer fall to attend three 

regularly scheduled general meetings ln succession wlthout 
reasonable cause, the offlce shall be declared vacant by the 
Executlve Committee. 
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Any vacant electlva offlca shall be fllled by 
appolntment by the Executive Committee subject to 
ratificatlon by the membership at the next general meeting, 
provided that the membership is notifled in the manner 
specifled in Artlcle IX, of the Bylaws. If the club does 
not ratify the choice of the Executive Committee, then 
nomination shall be accepted from the floor at the meeting. 
If more than one person is nominated, then election wll1 be 
by secret ballot and the person recelving majority of votes 
cast shall be daclared elected. 

Section 5. Appointed Officers. 
The President shall appoint a parliamentarian 

and any other officers not otherwlse specifled by these 
Bylaws as requlrad for the general wall balng of the club. 

ARTICLE VIII 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

The Mission Hills Democratlc Club shall have the 
folloWing standing committees: Finance, (and) Membership; 

Sectl0n 1. Finance. 
The Finance Committee shall ba chaired by the 

Treasurer and comprised of at least flve other members 
appolnted by the Treasurer and ratifled by the Executlve 
Commlttee. The Finance Committee shall be responsible for 
all fundraising actlvities and for insurlng that the Misslon 
Hills Democratic Club adheres to sound financial practices. 

Sect ion 2. Membershlp. 
The Membership Committee shall be chalred by 

the Secretary and comprised of at least five other members 
appointed by the Secretary and ratlfied by the Executive 
Commi ttee. The Membershlp Comml ttee shall be responsible 
for malntalnlng a current list of the membershlp, obtainlng 
new members, and publishing and distributing a 
Mlssion Hllls Democratic Club Newsletter to the membershlp 
at least four tlmes per year. 

Sectlon 3. Events. 
The Events Committee shall be chalred by the 

Administratlve Vice-President and comprlsed of at least flve 
other members appOlnted by the Admlnlstratlva Vlce-Presldent 
and ratified by the Executive Commlttee. The Events 
Committee shall be responsible for schedullng at least four 
meetlngs per year for the general membershlp and such other 
meetlngs or events as the Events Commlttee shall from tlma 
to tlme schedule. 
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Sect10n 4. Execut1ve. 
The Execut1ve Committee shall be cha1red by 

the President and comprised of all elected officers. The 
Execut1ve Committee shall be respons1ble for carrying out 
the club's business between general meetings 1n a manner not 
inconsistent with actions taken at general meetings and any 
other duties specified in these Bylaws or in Roberts' Rules 
of Order, Newly ReVised. 

The President shall call a meeting of the 
Execut1ve Committee at least once a month, however a meet1ng 
may be called by a major1ty of elected officers. The quorum 
at an Execut1ve Committee meeting 1S a majority of elected 
off1cers. 

If 1mmediate act10n is needed, the Executive 
Committee may act by telephonic vote, but such actions are 
subject to ratificat10n at an Execut1ve committee meet1ng to 
be called as soon thereafter as feasible. 

ARTICLE VIX 

MEETINGS 

Section 1. General Meet1ngs. 
There shall be at least four general meetings 

of the membership per year. General meetings shall be held 
at a t1me and place spec1f1ed by the Execut1ve Committee. 

Section 2. Ouorum. 
A quorum at a general meeting shall be ten 

percent (10%) of the clUb's resident and associate members 
in good standing. 

Sect10n 3. Parliamentary Authority. 
Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall 

be the parliamentary author1ty for the club on all questions 
not covered by the Bylaws. 

ARTICLE X 

NOTICE 

At least seven days pr10r to the general meet1ng, the 
Secretary shall cause to be deposited into the regular Un1ted 
States ma11 a newsletter or not~ce addressed to each member in 
good stand1ng with the club. The newsletter or notice shall 
spec1fy the time, place and date of the general meet1ng, proposed 
changes 1n the Bylaws, resolut10ns, endorsements and elect10ns 
wh1ch are to be voted upon at the upcom1ng general meet1ng. 



0' 
., 

if f 
'" " 

ARTICLE XI 

CANDIDATE ENDORSEMENT 

The club may endorse and/or contribute financially to 
Democratic candidates in partisan elections or any candidate in a 
a non-partisan election, as directed by a majority vote at a 
general meeting provided that notice is given as specified in 
Article IX, of these Bylaws. 

ARTICLE XII 

AFFILIATION 

The club shall affiliate as an associate member of the 
San Diego County Democratic Central Committee and pay the current 
annual fee. 

ARTICLE XIII 

AMENDMENT 

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote at a 
general meeting after such amendment has been presented at the 
general meeting the preceding vote and notice is provided as 
specified in Article IX of these Bylaws. 

ARTICLE XIV 

ADOPTION 

These Bylaws shall become effective immediately upon their 
adoption and shall supercede any other Constitution, Bylaws, and 
any other document of this club with which it is inconsistent. 

Adopted on March 14th, 1985 at the 
first regular meeting of the 
Mission Hills Democratic Club. 
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